
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

GGFO (Guild of Gas Fitting Operatives) Commercial Gas Pathway  
Managed Learning Programme for New Entrants 

Course Information Sheet 017 

Introduction 

The Guild of Gas Fitting Operatives (GGFO) Commercial Pathway Managed Learning Programme for new 
entrants has been developed to provide candidates with the skills, knowledge and experience required by 
the Gas Safe Register. Ideal for those looking to start a new career in gas or with a very limited knowledge 
of the gas industry, this course will give you a commercial (eg heating plant or pipework) gas qualification 
which is both recognised and respected in the gas industry. 
 

About the course 

If you are looking to start a new career in commercial gas, or have very limited knowledge, this course will 
give you a highly structured route to certification.  
This programme is delivered "On and Off Job." The Off-Job training takes place over a minimum of 24 days 
at one of our centres and includes theory and practical training. This is usually arranged as one day per 
week for twenty weeks (including a Saturday option). 
You will also need to complete a Portfolio of Evidence as you work alongside a Gas Safe Registered 
engineer. This On-Job work experience is an essential part of the programme, and is how you'll develop 
genuine knowledge and experience as you demonstrate your competency compiling your Portfolio. You 
should complete this required period of up to a minimum of 150 days On-Job experience within 12 months 
of starting the programme. To do this, you'll need to be flexible and if necessary be prepared to work 
evenings and/or weekends and not limit yourself to a small geographical area. The 150 days may be 
reduced to a minimum of 50 days if you already hold an approved qualification - our sales team will be 
able to advise you if this applies based on your previous experience.  
You should start looking for work experience at the earliest opportunity. Tips on how to find a work 
placement can been found in our information sheet (CIS 019). 
 

Where is the course run? 

At our Training Centres in Burgess Hill, West Sussex and Portchester, near Portsmouth.  
 

What qualifications do I need to have to do this course? 

You don’t need to have any formal qualifications or certificates to take this course. Past experience in 
trades such as plumbing, engineering or building can help with the learning process but it is not essential.  
 

About the assessment 

After you have completed your Portfolio and training, your ACS assessments are planned - including both 
revision and the assessments. Once you have successfully completed the Core Commercial Gas Safety 
Assessment (COCN1), you may progress to the Appliance or Pipework Assessment categories included in 
the GGFO package: 
 CIGA1 (Commercial Heating Plant route) 
 Or with prior agreement CIGA1 may be substituted for any other single appliance category eg CDGA1 

(direct fired commercial appliances), CORT1 (overhead radiant and tube heaters) etc. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://stevewillis.com/public/data/chalk/file/a/e/CIS%20019%20Finding%20a%20gas%20work%20placement.pdf


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

These Commercial Gas Assessments include practical and written assessments which are completed after 
the revision sessions. After your Assessment we will internally verify your paperwork within 10 working 
days and send it to the certification body ERS to be processed and uploaded to the Gas Safe Register. This 
can take up a further 10 working days . You will then receive a certificate and card directly from ERS for 
the assessments taken.  
Successful completion of the ACS Assessments will mean you can apply for registration with Gas Safe 
Register. This is not included as part of the Pathway, and you will need to make a separate application to 
the Gas Safe Registration Scheme to be included on the Gas Safe Register. 
 

How long will it take? 

The GGFO Commercial Pathway course includes: 

 Minimum 22 days centre based (off job) learning eg 1 day per week for 22 weeks 

 Minimum 120 days on job experience to produce Portfolio of Evidence (or minimum 50 days if 
approved previous experience) 

 Revision and assessment for COCN1 (3 days revision + 2 days assessment) 

 Revision and assessment for CIGA1 (½ day revision + ½ day assessment) 

 Revision and assessment for ICPN1 (½ day revision + ½ day assessment) 
 

What does it cost? 

For current prices speak to one of our sales consultants – call 01444 870860 or 02392 190190. The price 
includes all revision, study notes, assessment and certification fees. 
 

Preparation for the course 

After you have confirmed your place, we will send you detailed joining instructions. 
 

What will I need? 

You should bring the following with you to your course: 

 Pen, paper and non-programmable scientific calculator 

 Photo I.D. such as passport, driving licence, company I.D. card or GasSafe card (you will not be 

allowed to sit the assessment without this) 

 

We will verify your identity and take your photo on arrival. 
You will need to arrange the use of suitable tools and equipment for your On Job work experience.  
We will hand out study notes on day one of the course. 
 

How do I book? 

Call the office on 01444 870860 or 02392 190190 and speak to one of our sales consultants. They will 
discuss dates and availability with you and can take payment by debit or credit card to confirm your place. 
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